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Introduction 
 
Modern Foreign Languages are profoundly embedded within the school ethos at Dane Royd. The children begin their 
language learning journey in Nursery and Foundation Stage, extending their vocabulary knowledge through Key Stage 
One. Throughout their time in Key Stage Two, they are able to confidently give personal information about themselves 
and write key phrases and sentences.  
Intercultural understanding is continually delivered through our curriculum. Staff expertise are drawn upon to ensure 
that pupils are being exposed to intercultural understanding across a broad range of subjects and lessons.  

 
Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this policy is to describe our practice in Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) and the principles upon 

which this is based. 

 
Aim(s) 
 
We aim for children to gain pride and a sense of achievement through the ability to communicate effectively in 
another language. We introduce young children to foreign languages in a way that is enjoyable and stimulating. We 
hope that the pupils at Dane Royd develop a greater understanding of their surroundings, nationally and 
internationally, so that they may become independent thinkers and contributors in the global community. Learning a 
foreign language at Dane Royd enables children to develop their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills, laying 
the foundations for future language learning. Children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other 
countries, and also identify the similarities to their own cultural values. They develop their awareness of language 
structure and how this differs from one language to another. An array of resources and pedagogy stimulates children’s 
curiosities about language. Ample opportunities are provided for the children to improve their confidence levels 
throughout the Key Stages.  

Aims which guide our policies and practice 
As a school, we seek to promote shared moral and ethical values to unite both local and global 

interests which enable children to become global citizens. Our agreed school aims are: 
• To create a happy and stimulating learning environment, in which each child will develop to their full 

potential, thereby achieving high educational standards. 

• To develop self-awareness, self-respect and tolerance of others by developing an understanding of the 

world in which they live. 

• To appreciate human achievements and aspirations; develop aesthetic sensitivity and appreciation; 

physical ability and co-ordination and a concern for the safety of themselves and others. 

• To prepare children to live and work with others, enabling them to be responsible and caring members 

of the community. 

• To give children, at the end of their period of primary education, an appetite for acquiring further 

knowledge, experience and skills, so ensuring they are prepared for the challenges of the next stage in 

their education. 

We ensure that all of our policies and practices are guided by these aims and we seek to ensure that 

they are at the forefront of all that we do. 
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Wider school aims/ethos 
 
This policy supports our school aim of, ‘developing self-awareness, self-respect and tolerance of others by developing 
an understanding of the world in which they live’. Pupils learn about cultural traditions, their origins, aspects of 
everyday life and celebrations in China, France and other French speaking countries. Teaching encourages pupils to 
make comparisons with aspects of their own traditions and culture. To extend this particular aim further, pupils are 
exposed to other languages and traditions during their topic lessons.  
 
This policy also supports the school aim of, ‘preparing children to live and work with others, enabling them to be 
responsible and caring members of the community’. Pupils are taught how to become effective communicators in 
another language, as well as that of their own. Activities allow them to work individually and collaboratively, taking 
active roles in group tasks and present their learning in class and whole school situations.  
 
Consultation 
 
This policy was written by Gemma Squires, Key Stage 2 class teacher and leader for MFL, in consultation with: 

 Teaching specialists – Nichola Turner (French) and Chinese Language Assistants  

 Pupils – pupil voice interviews and questionnaires, spring 2015 

 Local authority adviser for MFL, June 2014 

Sources and references: 
 
The statutory programme of study for MFL at Key Stage 2  

Procedures and practice 

Early Language Learners  

Pupils at Dane Royd are exposed to the French language during their time in Nursery and Foundation Stage. Staff 
follow the ‘Little Languages’ programme of study, where they begin to develop an appreciation of songs, poems and 
rhymes in the language on a weekly basis.  

Key Stage 1  

As children move to Key Stage One, they are taught French by a specialist (Mrs Turner) on a weekly basis. Using 
specially trained staff allows children to take their language level to greater depths. Children have a 45 minute lesson, 
following La Jolie Ronde,  a scheme of work written by Rachel Redfearn, Wakefield LA Adviser. Their class teacher may 
then complete a ‘follow-up’ activity to consolidate new vocabulary and phrases before their next lesson.  

Lessons in Key Stage One are well planned and resourced to ensure that: 

 Pupils learn to speak with appropriate pronunciation  

 Pupils learn to express simple ideas with clarity  

 Pupils learn to write phrases and short sentences from memory  

 Pupils develop an understanding of simple, basic grammar  

 Pupils become acquainted with songs and poems in the language studied  
 

Key Stage 2  
 
As pupils enter Key Stage Two, lessons focus in greater detail on the use of expanded phrases and forming sentences, 
building on their ‘word banks’ from Key Stage One. Children are taught how to engage in conversations; ask and 
answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others. They are provided with opportunities to present 
ideas and information orally to a range of audiences, using familiar and previously learnt vocabulary and phrases. Mrs 
Turner delivers a 45 minute lesson to each class with consolidation activities again completed during another point in 
the week with the class teacher.  
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Lessons in Key Stage Two are prepared to ensure that pupils:  
 

 Develop more accurate pronunciation and intonation  

 Explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and 

meaning of words 

 Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 

As pupils progress to upper Key Stage Two, their lessons aim to allow them to:  
 

 Read short texts carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  

 Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar 

written material, including through using a dictionary  

 Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly 

 Understand basic grammar rules, making links and comparisons to grammar and spelling rules of their own 

language  

As a specialist teacher is used to teach French across both Key Stages, progression and coverage of themes are clearly 
evident and maintained. Pupils record their learning in language books, which are marked according to the school’s 
marking policy. As the very nature of the MFL scheme of work is practical and verbal, this exercise book is only a small 
representation of all the work covered. 
 
Substantial progress in two modern foreign languages  

The national curriculum states that all pupils in Key Stage Two are to make substantial progress in one modern foreign 

language. As Dane Royd excels in this field, pupils in Key Stage Two also learn Mandarin. The school, again, provides 

children with a specialist teacher, who is also a native speaker. Our Chinese language assistant delivers weekly 

Mandarin lessons whilst the class teacher observes and participates to develop their own personal skills. Schemes of 

work and school routines and policies are adhered to through support of the MFL co-coordinator. The language 

assistants receive language training on arriving to the UK.  

Pupils receive a 45 minute lesson on a weekly basis. Authentic resources are used wherever possible to maximise and 

enhance the learning experience for children. Cross-curricular links are made throughout the scheme of work 

(supported by the British Council) so that pupils are taught a greater depth of intercultural understanding. 

Topics covered include:  

 Morning exercises 

 Calligraphy lessons using authentic paper, ink and brushes 

 Traditional Chinese art techniques and styles  

 Chinese dance lessons  

In addition to the above, pupils have access to e-learning through the use of the Better Chinese YCT apps. Pupils can 
develop their Chinese writing, speaking, reading and listening skills with a range of topics and interactive activities 
using the school’s IPads.   

 
Aspects  
 
Language in context  
 
To further embed pupils’ communication skills and intercultural understanding, they exchange correspondence with 
our link schools in France and China. The pupils are thus provided with real-life contexts to practise their language 
skills. Classes in years 4, 5 and 6, have a ‘link’ class with our sister school in Arradon. The classes exchange letters, 
greeting cards and examples of work on a termly basis. 
Pupils also create videos and greeting cards that can be sent electronically to our sister school in Chengdu, China. 
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Learning environment 
 
High quality displays are created in each classroom for French and Mandarin and within shared areas around school. 
They include key topics being covered at that time, and demonstrate quality pieces of writing in the target language. 
During special festivals, such as Chinese New Year, shared areas are decorated with authentic materials and 
decorations to enhance and embed the learning opportunity.  

 
Cross-curricular learning 
 
The class teachers exploit links to other curriculum areas, such as Geography, History and Religious Education. They 
can also include language learning sessions as appropriate, where it is best placed to practise language with the 
children (eg. routines- such as answering the register; preparing a class assembly).  
Within the content of the scheme of work, there are clear links with learning in the following areas:   
Maths – through recognition, practice, calculations 
Geography – through learning about the location of countries, through exploring similarities and differences between 
places, landmarks and human and physical features 
PSHCE – through learning about attitudes towards others, through exploring cultural similarities and differences, 
through discussion about stereotypes and misconceptions, through working and co-operating with others 
PE – through active games, parachute games, warm up activities 
Art- studying key artists and sculptors from the target countries, replicating their style and work.  

 
 
Equal opportunities 

Teachers are responsible for ensuring that the activities included in the lesson match the ability of the pupils in every 
group. Some tasks will need to be extended as appropriate to provide additional challenge for more able pupils and 
others will need to be sufficiently adapted to be accessible for less able learners.  The MFL Co-ordinator is responsible 
for providing guidance to other colleagues who might need suggestions about how tasks and activities can be 
adapted. 
Our Gifted and Talented linguists have the opportunity to attend extra-curricular Mandarin club with our specialist 
teacher. They also have the opportunity to attend a Spanish club (termly rotated).  
Pupils have access to online websites (paid for by school) which they can access in and out of school to support and 
extend their learning.  
 

Homework/parent partnership 

Activities which support the aims of the MFL policy are often set for homework tasks across year groups. Children are 

encouraged to access the subscribed websites and apps in and out of school. They are given log-in details, so that they 

can develop their interests further at home should they wish. Dane Royd often participates in national and 

international competitions, such as ‘International Education Week’, supported by the British Council. Pupils and 

parents are also invited to special events such as welcoming visitors from our link schools in China, and celebrating 

language learning and achievements in assemblies.  

Resources 

An abundance of authentic materials and resources are available at school for the teaching of MFL. They are organised 

in to language sections and audited and reviewed annually by the MFL co-ordinator.  

Assessment 

Assessment of MFL is not statutory, however, Dane Royd recognises the achievements and pride gained by its pupils. 

We therefore have adapted a pupil self-assessment grid for each year group, based on the topics and themes covered. 

The skills are broken in to three sections: Literacy, Oracy and Intercultural Understanding. Children will address the 

objectives and criteria in their language lessons and reflect on their level of achievement.  
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Concluding notes 

Monitoring and evaluation 

The MFL co-ordinator is responsible for monitoring and evaluating the implementation and teaching of MFL across the 

Key Stages. Learning walks, book scrutiny and pupil questionnaires are carried out during the year to monitor the 

effectiveness and progression of pupils.  

Policy review 

The Subject Leader with responsibility for MFL is responsible for monitoring the implementation of this policy. This 
will be through annual discussion with the SLT and consideration of the evidence included in the subject leader 
portfolio. The Subject Leader will report on this to the curriculum committee annually. The work of the Subject Leader 
will also be subject to review by the Head teacher as part of performance management arrangements. 
 
Other documents and appendices: 

There are two appendices to this policy: 
Appendix 1: Pupil French self-assessment grids for year groups 
Appendix 2: curriculum map for Mandarin for Key Stage 2  
 

 


