
Welcome
Welcome to another Governor newsle1er. The aim of this le1er is to 
inform you about the work we do in Dane Royd School. Our role as a 
Governing Body is to support, challenge, monitor the school, to 
conCnually improve standards, oversee finances and help with the 
strategic longer-term plans. 

I am very delighted that a Parent Teachers AssociaCon (PTA) has been established this year by a 
group of enthusiasCc parents. They have made a fantasCc start fundraising for the school, 
organising lots of successful events and acCviCes. It is a great way for parents to get involved in the 
school, have fun and support the school and I would encourage everyone to get involved.     

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Ian Pa1erson 

CTA ATT FCCA FCA 

Chair of Governors 

A second Ofsted visit 
You will be aware that Ofsted inspected Dane Royd in February this year. Dane Royd was judged as 
maintaining its ‘good’ status, and there was sufficient evidence to suggest that the school may be 
judged ‘outstanding’ if a further inspecCon was undertaken. We recently had that further Ofsted 
inspecCon, which lasted two days.  

The fantasCc news is that the recent two day inspecCon judged Dane Royd Junior and Infant school 
as ‘outstanding’. You can read the full Ofsted report online on the Dane Royd website. Some key 
quotes are;  

• “Rigorous systems and procedures underpin the school’s work to conCnually raise pupils’ 
outcomes.”   

• “The school’s extensive curriculum is vibrant and dynamic.” 
• “Pupils behaviour is exemplary in and out of lessons” 
• “Children in early years thrive due to the wide range of sCmulaCng and challenging 

acCviCes.” 
• “This is a very inclusive school, where pupils’ individual needs are recognised and met.” 

We all play a part in making Dane Royd a successful school, whatever our role, Leadership Team, 
Teacher, Teaching Assistant, Support Staff, LunchCme Supervisors, Kitchen Staff, Caretaker or 
Cleaners. I would like to thank everyone for playing their part in making Dane Royd what it is.  

We will conCnue to strive to help your child progress and achieve as much as they can, ensure that your child conCnues to enjoy a 
broad and rich curriculum, in a fantasCc environment and thoroughly enjoys their Cme at Dane Royd. There are further details of the 
inspecCon, and outcomes on the school website, www.DaneRoyd.com.   
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Visit the 
website 

Please visit our school 
website. The website is 
updated regularly and is 
packed with informaCon 

about the; school, classes, 
curriculums, our 

Governors, and policies.  

The website also includes 
school performance data, 

which we monitor and 
evaluate as part of our 

role.  

www.DaneRoyd.com

Kettlethorpe 
Dane Royd School is part 

of the Ke#lethorpe 
Collabora.ve Partnership 

with a number of other 
schools in the region.  

This partnership allows 
for the sharing of good 

pracCce between all 
schools, and helps 

smooth the transiCon 
from Year 6 at Dane Royd 
to Year 7 at Ke1lethorpe.  

This closer working 
relaConship ensures 

enhanced pupil learning 
and outcomes at all 

levels. 

http://www.DaneRoyd.com


School prioriCes 
At the beginning of each school year a review is undertaken to assess where the school is, its current strengths and where further 
improvements could be made. The process happens every year and helps provide extra focus within school, and improve children’s 
outcomes. From this review we idenCfy a number of key areas to focus on for the academic year. These are referred to as ‘school 
prioriCes’.   

The two school prioriCes for the current academic year are; 

Priority 1: Ensure very effecCve use of class Cme for more able learners so that they excel and their outcomes exceed naConal 
data in reading and maths,   
Priority 2: Ensure that the successful approach to teaching wriCng across the curriculum is extended to allow high quality 
learning opportuniCes in maths, thereby consolidaCng and improving outcomes in maths.  

These prioriCes are then broken down into acCons, with measurable targets. Throughout the year the school leaders monitor and 
evaluate the successes of each acCon, and should any acCons not be providing the desired results, then changes are made. 
Throughout the year the Governing body liaise with the school leaders, monitor progress results, 
and visit school to observe the work on these school prioriCes (as well as the other fantasCc work 
going on within school). Whilst there is a focus on the school prioriCes, this is never to the detriment 
of the exisCng fantasCc work or results being achieved across school.  

This process of “review and improve”, conCnually occurs to help give your child the greatest chance 
to achieve all they can. Further informaCon on school performance data, and helpful links can be 
found on www.DaneRoyd.com  

English visit 
 
The Governing Body has delegated responsibility for certain areas to specific Governors, the details of which can be found on the 
Dane Royd website on the commi1ee webpage of the Governors secCon. For English we have two Governors responsible, Cynthia 
Binns and Ian Pa1erson. Within school some teachers have extra responsibiliCes. Two teachers, Mrs Greenwood and Mrs Louden are 
English leaders within school, which means that they oversee how English is taught and assessed within school.     
 

We all met in November to review English within school and ensure the English link Governors 
understand the details of how English planning, teaching and assessing is undertaken. The teaching 
of English is split between Reading and WriCng, with wriCng broken down into handwriCng, 
composiCon, spelling, punctuaCon and grammar. The team have created a ‘Progression in 
PunctuaCon and Grammar’ table for each year group in KS1 and KS2, which is even more important 
under the current syllabus. The table provides a starCng point for teachers when considering what 
grammar and punctuaCon needs to be covered in each year within KS1 and KS2.  

English lessons revolve around selected books over a number of weeks, which helps with children’s reading, exposes them to new 
vocabulary and allows for more inspiring acCviCes. The books are chosen to fit in with planned topics throughout the school year. 
Whilst plans are constantly being reviewed and updated, we were very impressed by the variety of exciCng topics being covered and 
books used. Further details of how English is taught, the topics and books chosen, and much more can be found on the Dane Royd 
school website, www.DaneRoyd.com. Our next step will be what we call a ‘learning walk’ around school, where we see how English 
is taught in each year group. We are then able to see first-hand how English is taught, as well as how the books and resources are 
used. We also monitor the outcomes for English at all levels and discuss possible changes. We feedback our visits, meeCngs and 
learning walks to the Full Governing body at regular intervals.      

English Link Governors, Councilor Cynthia Binns and Ian Pa#erson
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