
Phase 2  

In phase 2 we learn 24 sounds and are taught in the order shown below;   

s, a, t, p 

i, n, m, d 

 g, o, c, k 

 ck, e, u, r 

 h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss 

As children are introduced to new sounds they will also be introduced to new words that can be used for   

segmenting and blending and five tricky words that which children will need to know (where phonics does not 

apply), these are; the, to , I , no and go.  

What you can do at home 

Before your child begins to read and write words. You should support with orally blending and segmenting. 

Mark-making is the first step towards writing. Mark-making in the early stages is closely linked to physical 

development. The more opportunities your child has to develop large and small movement in their arms, hands 

and fingers, the easier it will be to make marks with a variety of tools. Writing needs to be fun!  

If you feel your child is ready to read and write, begin to read and spell some of the words below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
s, a, t, p at, a, sat, pat, tap, sap, as 

 
 

i it, is, sit, sat, pit, tip, pip, sip 

n an, in, nip, pan, pin, tin, tan, nap 

m am, man, mam, mat, map, Pam, Tim, Sam 

d dad, and, sad, dim, dip, din, did, Sid 

 

g tag, gag, gig, gap, nag, sag, gas, pig, dig 

o got, on, not, pot, top, dog, pop, God, Mog 

c can, cot, cop, cap, cat, cod 

k kid, kit, Kim, Ken 

 

ck kick, sock, sack, dock, pick, sick, pack, ticket, pocket 

e get, pet, ten, net, pen, peg, met, men, neck 

u up, mum, run, mug, cup, sun, tuck, mud, sunset 

r rim, rip, ram, rat, rag, rug, rot, rocket, carrot 

 

h had, him, his, hot, hut, hop, hum, hit, hat, has, hack, hug 

b 
but, big, back, bet, bad, bag, bed, bud, beg, bug, bun, bus, Ben, bat, bit, 

bucket, beckon, rabbit 

f, ff of, if, off, fit, fin, fun, fig, fog, puff, huff, cuff, fan, fat 

l, ll lap, let, leg, lot, lit, bell, fill, doll, tell, sell, Bill, Nell, dull, laptop 

ss ass, less, hiss, mass, mess, boss, fuss, hiss, pass, kiss, Tess, fusspot 
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The Booklet and You  

This booklet is aimed to  give you an insight in to how your children will learn to read and 

write and what is expected at this stage in their learning.  It can seem very complicated but 

please ask questions and share queries with nursery team as we are happy to share their  

expertise. Please focus on How you can support at home sections as you can be a key driv-

er in supporting your child’s learning and development in reading and writing.  

Phonics at Dane Royd  

At Dane Royd we learn to read and write using phonics following the Letters and Sounds  

program with the aim of them becoming fluent readers by age seven. In Nursery, we       

concentrate on phase 1 and begin phase 2. This information booklet is aimed at describing 

what we do in these phases and how you can support your child at home.  
 
Terminology Used in Phonics 

There are some useful words that you might want to know that are used in phonics, such as phoneme 

(the sound letters make) and grapheme (what the sound looks like/letter). The phonemes (letter 

sounds) are taught in a particular order.  

Blending and segmenting are important aspects of phonics. Blending is where we learn to read 

words by drawing individual sounds together, for example the letters c-a-t blended together reads 

cat.  We support children by using sound buttons to define each sound; these are dots under each 

sound and when each button is pressed the letter sound is spoken, then the sounds are blended to-

gether. For example   
                               

Segmenting is where we lean to spell words by splitting up a word into its individual phonemes 

(sounds) in order to spell it, for example; the word 'cup' has three phonemes: /c/ /u/ /p/. Children 

identify these and use the corresponding grapheme (letter/s) to write it. 

Useful Websites 

Below is a list of websites that can support you and your child with letters and sounds… 

 www.phonicsplay.co.uk/freeIndex 

Lots of free games for each phase. You can also subscribe to access more games. 

 www.letters-and-sounds.com 

Includes further information on each phase as well as printable resources and links to online 

games. 

 www.ictgames.com/literacy 

Wide range of games for sounds, words and rhyming. 

 www.topmarks.co.uk 

Search engine designed for schools where you can find a wide range of resources and activities 

with a phonics focus. 

Apps  

Download to your ipad or tablet. 

 Twinkl Phonics  

 Pocket phonics  

 

 

s u n 

Phase 1  

Phase 1 can be perceived as the most important phase as it supports the development of speaking and     

listening skills and lays the foundations for future phonic work. The aim is to help children explore and   

experiment with sounds and words. It encourages them to listen carefully and identify sounds. The phase is 

split into seven ‘aspects’: 

1) Sounds in the environment 

2) Instrumental sounds 

3) Body Percussion 

4) Rhymes and Rhythm 

5) Alliteration 

6) Voice Sounds 

7) Oral blending and segmenting 

How you can support at home  

 Listen to sounds around you in everyday life, listen carefully and talk about the different sounds you 
can hear 

 Share a story together and  discuss pictures and make sounds of objects/animals. 
 Play and experiment with instruments (use what you in your home have to mike noises) 
 Discover what noises you can make with your body (clapping, stamping, clicking fingers) 
 Sing songs and nursery rhymes. Have fun by making up silly versions by changing words 
 Play games with rhymes. Think of words that rhyme with each other 
 Play an alliteration game where you think of words that start with the same sound  
 Experiment with different sounds you voice can make 
 

Oral Blending and Segmenting 

It is pretty simple when you get the hang of it. It is all about breaking down words into individual sounds. 

Children should be able to orally blend words e.g. when you individually sound out c-a-t, children will blend 

the three sounds together and tell you the word is cat. 

Children should also be able to orally segment words e.g. when you say mum, they can pick out the sounds 

that make up the word   /m/ /u/ /m/. 

It is very important that we only orally blend and segment simple words with three sounds, for example dog, 

cat, hat, sock, cup, zip, head. 

What you can do at home 

Segment words for your child to blend “Let’s go and feed the d-o-g, they say dog” “Put on your h-a-t, they 

say hat” 

With a selection of familiar objects play ‘I spy’ taking it in turns to segment words– “I spy with my little 
eye a f-i-s’,  c-a-t ,  s-o-ck  and see if they can guess from the objects. 

 

 


