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Religious Education Policy 
 
Introduction 
 
Religious Education (RE) is not a National Curriculum subject, but must be taught to all pupils as part of the Basic 
Curriculum.  As RE is not nationally determined, the Local Education Authority must provide an Agreed Syllabus for us 
to follow.  It is this Wakefield Agreed Syllabus of Religious Education 2013-2018 which we have used as the basis of 
our planning and delivery of RE. 
 
Families who send their children to this school are predominantly from non-religious backgrounds (School census data 
2015). Our RE is concerned with “learning about religion” and “learning from religion” - it is not the practice of this 
school to preach to or convert the children.  The faith background of both the staff and child’s family is respected at all 
times. 
 
Parents of a pupil at a community, foundation or voluntary school have a right to withdraw their children from 
religious education (RE). If a parent asks for their child to be wholly or partly excused from attending any RE the school 
must comply unless the request is withdrawn. Any parent who wishes this may consult the headteacher. Teachers 
may also withdraw from the teaching of RE. 
 
Purpose: 
 
The purpose of this policy is to describe our practice religious education and the principles upon which this is based. 

Aims: 
 
RE aims to enable pupils to: 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other principal religious traditions represented in 

Great Britain; 

 Develop understanding of the ways in which beliefs influence people in their behaviour, practices and in their 

communities; 

Aims which guide our policies and practice 
As a school, we seek to promote shared moral and ethical values to unite both local and global 

interests which enable children to become global citizens. Our agreed school aims are: 
• To create a happy and stimulating learning environment, in which each child will develop to their full 

potential, thereby achieving high educational standards. 

• To develop self-awareness, self-respect and tolerance of others by developing an understanding of the 

world in which they live. 

• To appreciate human achievements and aspirations; develop aesthetic sensitivity and appreciation; 

physical ability and co-ordination and a concern for the safety of themselves and others. 

• To prepare children to live and work with others, enabling them to be responsible and caring members 

of the community. 

• To give children, at the end of their period of primary education, an appetite for acquiring further 

knowledge, experience and skills, so ensuring they are prepared for the challenges of the next stage in 

their education. 

We ensure that all of our policies and practices are guided by these aims and we seek to ensure that 

they are at the forefront of all that we do. 



 

   

 Reflect on, deepen and clarify their own experiences, values and beliefs and those of others; 

 Develop awareness of fundamental questions about life arising from human experience and how religious 

beliefs and practices can relate to them; 

 Recognise the right of people to hold diverse beliefs and values and to develop positive attitudes of respect 

towards other people; 

 Benefit from opportunities to enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

 

RE benefits each learner by: 

 Encouraging children to be healthy (in mind and body) by promoting a positive self-image, exploring religious 

traditions views to self-respect etc 

 Encourages children to stay safe by providing opportunities to look at prejudice and discrimination, the 

difference between right and wrong, and a chance to explore a variety of religious principles that guide 

groups of people 

 Helping children to enjoy and achieve by learning about themselves through exploring the big questions of 

life 

 Helps children to make a positive contribution by developing the ability to disagree respectfully in a plural 

world 

 
 
Wider school aims/ethos: 
 
The effective teaching of religious education ensures that Dane Royd meets its wider goals of being a wholly inclusive 

school and prepares pupils for life as British and Global citizens. 

Consultation: 
 
This policy was written by James Davison, Religious Education coordinator, in consultation with: 

 Local authority adviser for Religious education, June 2013 

Sources and references: 
 
Religious Education Agreed Syllabus – Wakefield council 2013-2018 

Roles and responsibilities 
 
The RE subject leader manages this area of the curriculum in line with our job description for subject leaders. 
 
Year Group teams are to plan and prepare lessons for their own classes. 
 

Aspects  
 

Planning: 

In order to ensure that our aims are met and the Programme of Study is covered at each key stage the school follows 

a clear scheme of work for RE which builds-in coverage of and progression in both the content and concepts outlined 

in the Agreed Syllabus.  This scheme shows how we have planned that pupils have learned about and from “the six 

principal religions through the EYFS and Key Stages 1 and 2”.  We have used a combination of teaching RE through the 

creative curriculum, RE days and as a separate subject, depending on the material which has to be covered. 

Short term planning of individual lessons is a matter for the class teacher.  The RE Subject Leader is available to help 

with this and keeps a range of teacher’s resources as a guide.  When planning each unit of work the teacher will 

identify which parts of the programme of study are to be the focus, the learning objectives for the unit, the learning 



 

   

tasks planned to achieve them, time allocated and any resources, visits or visitors needed.  The work planned must be 

relevant to the needs of the pupils. 

Teaching and Organisation: 

See Wakefield Agreed Syllabus pg 14 for time allocations. 
Delivery of high standard RE will be delivered through: 
Weekly RE lessons 
Themed curriculum approaches 
Creative curriculum planning 
 
Homework/parent partnership: 

Parents are encouraged to let their child fully participate in Religious Education at school and made aware of the 

wider benefits this subject has on the social and emotional, as well as the academic ability of the child. 

Resources: 

The school has a variety of resources to support the teaching of the 6 major world religions. These are located in topic 

boxes in the resource cupboard. The school has also sent out a questionnaire to parents asking if they are members of 

particular faiths and would volunteer in school. The school has numerous links with the wider community and actively 

encourage visitors in to school for lessons and assemblies. 

Assessment: 

Class teachers are expected to keep a record of children’s development in the subject area. Details can be found in the 
Wakefield Agreed Syllabus. 
 
Monitoring and evaluation: 

The Religious Education coordinator has 3 afternoons out per term in which to carry out lesson observations, team 

teaching and book scrutiny. 

Concluding notes 

Monitoring and review: 

The Subject Leader is primarily responsible for monitoring the implementation of this policy. This will be through   
consideration of the evidence included in the subject leader portfolio. The work of the subject leader will also be 
subject to review by the headteacher as part of our performance management arrangements. 
 
 

 


